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DIRECTOR /DALLAS PARKAND RECREATION

Willis C. Winters, FAIA

Willis is a twenty-year veteran with the department and since 1998
has been Assistant Director responsible for planning and capital
development for one of the largest park systems in the nation. He
was the co-project director for the department’s visionary and
nationally recognized long-range development plan, A Renaissance
Plan, in 2002.

Under Winters’ direction since 2013, the department has developed a |
new downtown park system, including Klyde Warren Park;
implemented the city-wide trail network master plan; renovated and
expanded numerous recreation centers; developed new exhibits at
the Dallas Zoo; planned and implemented recreational amenities within the Trinity River
Corridor; and guided the restoration of the National Historic Landmark architecture at Fair
Park.

A graduate of the University of Texas, he has been recognized by Preservation Dallas,
Preservation Texas and the Greater Dallas Planning Council with their highest awards for
public service. He is a Fellow of the
American Institute of Architects and
is the author of six books, including
Fair Park in 2010, and a forthcoming
publication on the history of Dealey
Plaza.

Winter’s priorities for leading the
department over the next decade
include a focus on programming and
recreation; enhanced park
maintenance, horticulture and forestry; partnership development; continued investment in
Fair Park, the Dallas Zoo and the Dallas Arboretum as regional and national destinations; and
the creation of a special events division to organize events and festivals in the city’s parks.

He also emphasized the importance of staff recruitment, training and leadership
development. With a slowdown in funding for capital construction, Willis said his attention
can be focused on working with his leadership team to continue to build the department into
one of the great park systems in America.
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http://www.facebook.com/dallaspard
http://www.facebook.com/dallaspard
http://www.facebook.com/DallasAquatics
http://www.facebook.com/DallasAquatics
http://www.facebook.com/ParkMaintenanceServices
http://www.facebook.com/ParkMaintenanceServices
http://www.facebook.com/BahamaBeachWaterpark
http://www.facebook.com/BahamaBeachWaterpark
http://www.facebook.com/HappyTrails
http://www.facebook.com/HappyTrails
http://www.facebook.com/southernskate
http://www.facebook.com/southernskate
http://dallasparks.org/FormCenter/Media-Forms-3/Interview-Request-42
http://www.facebook.com/southernskate
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